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1
ELECTRICAL ENERGY AND DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention concerns an electrical energy supply and
distribution system.

BACKGROUND ART

Industrialised countries are heavily dependent on large
centralised electricity generation plants to produce power.
For example, 80% of the electricity generated in Australia is
produced by coal power plants. These power plants are usu-
ally built away from the cities where the power is consumed.

In addition, secondary energy sources are becoming
increasingly important. Common renewable energy sources
include photovoltaic (PV) solar cells, wind turbine genera-
tors, wave turbine generators and tidal turbine generators.
These sources can be connected to deliver electrical energy to
the standard 50 Hz AC power distribution grid by means of
AC inverter schemes designed to synchronize with the power
grid.

Because the secondary sources deliver fluctuating amounts
of energy, connection to the power grid invariably requires
some energy storage, with an energy delivery time frame in
the order of hours or days. Examples of storage systems
include: high capacity batteries (electrical “tlow batteries™),
solar “molten salt”, solar hot water, and solar generated bio-
gas where electrical energy is generated in a secondary pro-
cess such as steam turbine generators. These schemes are
relatively expensive and are only economically viable on
large scale electrical power systems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is an electrical energy supply and distribu-
tion system, comprising:

A direct current (DC) loop, having for supplying energy,
plural connection ports for selective connection to
respective electrical energy generators.

Wherein each connection port includes a bypass to allow
direct current to flow round the loop in the absence of a
generator connected at that port. And, Electricity condition-
ing circuitry to deliver and vary direct current power supply to
the loop from a connected generator.

And,

For delivering energy, plural connection ports for selective

connection to respective electrical energy loads.

Wherein each connection port includes a bypass to allow
direct current to flow round the loop in the absence of a
load connected at that port. And, Electricity condition-
ing circuitry to deliver and vary electrical power supply
to a load connected at the port.

By connecting multiple electrical generators in a series DC
loop, the invention is capable of delivering high voltage DC.
The use of high voltage reduces transmission loss due to the
corresponding low current. Also the absence of reactive (in-
ductance as well as capacitance) effects associated with AC
power distribution systems improves the balance of the deliv-
ered power.

The total generated voltage in the DC loop provides a
single electrical energy source for storage, and seamless dis-
tribution to generators of different types and characteristics.

The loop may include all the energy sources collected
together on a “supply side”, and all the inverters and loads
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2

separately collected together on a “delivery side”. Or, the
sources and loads may be interspersed in any order around the
loop.

The electricity conditioning circuitry on the supply side
may involve a switching regulator in boost mode. Other
switching regulators such as a flyback regulator, a buck regu-
lator and a bridge regulator may be used. The electricity
conditioning circuitry allows variation in the DC loop voltage
by adjustment and synchronisation of the supply side connec-
tion ports.

A flyback regulator or bridge inverter may be used in
conjunction with a galvanic isolation transformer. Such a
configuration provides isolation of electrical energy genera-
tors (and loads) for safety or equipment isolation purposes.

The electrical generators may be AC or DC electrical gen-
erators. An electrical generator may be a wind turbine, pho-
tovoltaic solar cells, a diesel power generator, a motor gen-
erator, a gas turbine, a steam turbine, a tidal turbine, a storage
battery or a reticulated supply.

An AC electrical generator may be connected to the direct
current loop via a rectifier bridge that converts the AC power
to DC. The rectifier bridge may also function as a bypass to
allow direct current to flow round the loop if the generator is
not available. Galvanic isolation may also be provided by the
addition of a transformer between the AC generator and the
rectifier

In addition the electrical generator may be an asynchro-
nous induction type generator arranged with a reactive mag-
netising power (VAR) generator as described in our copend-
ing Patent Application No.

The bypass associated with a DC electrical generator may
be a diode. The diode may be forward biased when the gen-
erator is disconnected from the loop and vice versa.

Electrical energy storage devices, such as batteries and
super capacitors, may be included in the supply side. For
instance they may be connected into the supply side condi-
tioning circuitry.

The energy produced by the multiple electrical energy
generators may then be supplied to a local or wide area
distribution system.

On the delivery side, an AC load may be connected to the
DC loop via electricity conditioning circuitry that involves an
inverter that converts DC power to AC. Single and multiple
phase AC and DC loads may be connected into the series DC
loop. Automatic synchronisation of the delivery side inverters
with a reticulated supply may be achieved though the inverter
control system.

A DC load may be connected using a switching regulator,
which may be configured to boost up or buck down. A “fly-
back” switching regulator or bridge converter with a galvanic
isolation transformer may also be used to isolate a load.

The bypass device on the delivery side may be a transistor,
a thyristor or a mechanical switch.

Electrical energy storage devices, such as batteries and
super capacitors, may be included in the delivery side. For
instance they may be connected into the conditioning cir-
cuitry, in particular through the delivery side inverters or
regulators.

The system allows electrical generators and loads to be
connected and disconnected without disrupting operation of
other parts of the system. Flexibility to connect and discon-
nect generators increases system reliability and availability
while enabling easy maintenance and troubleshooting. New
generators and loads may also be added easily.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

An example of the invention will now be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG.1is ablock diagram of an electrical energy supply and
distribution system exemplifying the invention.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of a typical conditioning circuit.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of another typical conditioning
circuit.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of the supply side of the system.

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of the delivery side of the
system.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of the delivery side incorporat-
ing battery storage.

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of the delivery side comprising
plural parallel inverter outputs connected to individual pri-
mary windings of a multi-primary winding transformer.

BEST MODES OF THE INVENTION

Referring first to FIG. 1, the electrical system 10 comprises
a supply side 20 where, generally, multiple electrical energy
generators 22 are connected via connection ports 24, involv-
ing conditioning circuits 26 and possibly additional condi-
tioning circuitry 28, into a single DC electrical energy source.
This energy source is supplied to a common inverter system
30 to convert it to AC for transmission on over a power grid.
A rectifier 32 takes the AC power from the grid and delivers it
to AC and DC loads. On the delivery side 40 energy is deliv-
ered to multiple loads 42 via connections ports 44 involving
conditioning circuits 46 and other conditioning circuitry 48.

In this way the electrical energy generators 22 are con-
nected in a series DC loop 50. Electrical circuit theory dic-
tates that the current in each part of the series DC loop 50 is
the same but the voltage developed by each generator is added
together. The power delivered is therefore the product of the
total voltage and the loop current.

The electrical energy generators 22 include, but are not
limited to being: wind turbines; photovoltaic solar cells; stor-
age batteries; ignition engine generator sets; diesel power
generator; gas turbines; steam turbines; an asynchronous
induction type generator and, a reticulated supply. For
example, these energy source may generate powers of up to
100 kWs or MWs and this is understood to be medium scale.

A typical conditioning circuit 26 will now be described
with reference to FIG. 2. In this example an AC electrical
generator 22 is connected via rectifier 28 and a conditioning
circuit 26 to connection port 24. The conditioning circuit 26
includes an over voltage or “surge suppression” device, being
a metal oxide varistor 102. Surge suppression devices are
intended to protect the port connection circuits 20 from dam-
age caused by excess voltage. Voltage surges may be caused
by lightning strikes or switching high currents. Other
examples of over voltage protection devices include high
power thryristor “diverter” switches, semiconductor ava-
lanche devices and gas discharge devices.

An alternative conditioning circuit 26 is shown in FIG. 3. In
this example an AC 15 electrical generator 22 is connected via
rectifier 28 and a conditioning circuit 26 to connection port
24. The conditioning circuit 26 includes a DC power filter
104. DC power filters are comprised of capacitors, inductors
or combinations of both, and are applied to limit the rate of
change of voltage (dv/dt) across the connection port 24 or rate
of change of current (di/dt) in the DC loop 50.

FIG. 4 shows exemplary circuitry of the supply side 20
(except for the conditioning circuit). A three-phase AC source
220, a single-phase AC source 222 and two DC energy
sources 224 and 226 are connected in series to form part of
DC loop 50. For example, a DC energy generator may be a
solar power panel.
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Each AC energy source is first converted to DC using a
rectifier bridge 230. The flow of power from the rectifier
bridge 230 is controlled using a switching regulator to vary
the source output voltage and power. The switching regulator
may be either a voltage step up (up converter) or step down
(down converter) device.

For example, AC source 220 is connected, via a rectifier
bridge 230, to a switching regulator 232 configured in voltage
boost mode that takes DC input voltage from the rectifier
bridge 230 and produces a higher DC output voltage. The
switching regulator shown 232 is a DC switching device
where energy is stored in the inductor duty part of the con-
version cycle. Alternately the energy is delivered to the filter
capacitor C.

Some applications may require galvanic (electrical isola-
tion) of the energy source for safety or electrical equipment
isolation purposes. To achieve this, high speed switching
regulators may be used in conjunction with a high frequency
isolation transformer. As shown in FIG. 4, DC source 226 is
connected to a “flyback” switching regulator 234 with a gal-
vanic isolation transformer 238.

Other switching regulators such as buck, buck-boost, push-
pull and bridge-type regulators may be used.

The rectifier bridge 230 that is used in conjunction with an
AC energy generating source also enables dynamic connec-
tion and disconnection of the source without disturbing the
continuity of the series loop circuit. When the generator is
disconnected or no power is being generated, the current
simply commutates through the DC rectifier diodes via the
rectifier DC connections.

In the case where the source is a single phase DC source
224, an anti-parallel bypass diode or reverse connected diode
226 provides a path for the loop current when the generated
DC generating source is removed or is not generating. Both
switching regulators 232, 234 are also shown connected to an
anti-parallel bypass diode 236 to provide continuous DC
connection.

When a generator is reconnected, the bypass diode is
reverse biased by the generated voltage.

The structure of the series connected energy sources pro-
vides for the inclusion of electrical energy storage batteries.
These batteries may deliver energy to any or all devices in the
loop 50.

On the distribution side 40, various AC and DC loads may
be connected into the series DC loop 50. Referring now to
FIG. 5, the distribution side 40 comprises two DC loads 420
and 422 and a three-phase AC load 424, all connected in
series.

An inverter 426 is required to convert DC to three phase AC
to drive the AC load 424.

Input DC voltage delivered to a DC load is regulated using
switching regulator 428, which may be configured to boost up
or buck down. A “flyback” switching regulator with a gal-
vanic isolation transformer may also be used to isolate a load.

A bypass device or circuit 430 provides for continuous
connection of the DC series loop 50 when loads 420, 422 and
424 are connected and disconnected from the loop. Examples
of a bypass device include a transistor, a thyristor or a
mechanical switch.

Batteries may be selectively incorporated into the electrical
energy delivery side 40. In its simplest form the battery com-
prises a series connection of individual cells. The total battery
voltage is slightly less than the nominal DC link voltage to
ensure that the diode 504 is reverse biased under normal
conditions.
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The structure of the series connected inverters 426 enables
commonly available storage batteries to be selectively incor-
porated throughout the energy delivery system, as shown in
FIG. 6.

A nominal DC link voltage V,, is provided at the output of
the conditioning circuit 46.

The battery 500 is connected to the DC link 502 of the
inverter 426 through a diode 504 that is arranged to be reverse
biased, under normal operating conditions, so that no current
flows from the battery.

The battery 500 has charging controls 506 that provide a
measured and controlled charging current to maintain the
charge in the battery or to recharge the battery after a dis-
charge cycle.

In the event that V,, falls below the battery voltage diode
504 will become forward biased, and the battery 500 will
deliver energy to maintain the normal operation of inverter
426. This provides “ride through” voltage support under fault
conditions in the order of seconds or minutes.

New batteries are being developed and these are becoming
available. These new types offer advantages with increased
storage capacity, higher charging and discharging rates, and
increased operating life or charge/discharge cycles.
Examples include Lithium Polymer and the Altair Nano
Lithium cell.

An alternative to batteries is super capacitors, which are
becoming more readily available. Super capacitors are high
capacitance devices with a low voltage rating. The capacitors
are arranged in bank, with series and parallel connections, to
provide a suitable voltage rating and aggregate energy storage
capacity. Typically individual capacitors are available as
3,000 Farad 2.8 volt units. Capacitor banks comprising 300
capacitors series connected (10 Farad) 750 volt with a dis-
charge cycle between 5 and 30 seconds are suitable for “ride
through” support.

One difficulty when using capacitors is that the voltage on
the capacitor is proportional to the charge stored in the capaci-
tor. As aresult a boost switching regulator is used to increases
the voltage at diode to maintain the reverse biased condition
under normal operations, and to maintain the DC link voltage
as the capacitor charge reduces.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that
numerous variations and modifications may be made to the
invention as shown in the specific embodiments without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as broadly
described. For instance, the total DC voltage may be supplied
directly as DC power to loads without the intervention of a
three-phase AC electrical power grid.

Also, with reference to FIG. 7, inverters 426 on the energy
delivery side 40 may be arranged and connected to deliver
aggregated energy to a load such as AC power distribution
grid. The aggregation or summation of plural parallel inverter
outputs may be achieved by connecting plural individual
inverters to individual primary windings 600 on a multi-
primary winding transformer 602.

The individual inverters 426 may be synchronised to
develop a sinusoidal voltage on transformer secondary or
load side winding. The inverter controls modulate the DC link
voltage with techniques including pulse width modulation,
edge modulation, square wave or multilevel modulation. The
inverters may either single phase (“H” bridge), three phase
systems or a combination of single and multi-phase inverters.
The inverters may be coordinated to operate in voltage sum-
mation mode with a common transformer secondary winding
604.
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Alternatively, the inverters may be coordinated to operate
in a “parallel” or current summation mode by applying mul-
tiple transformers with the secondary windings connected in
parallel.

The multiple inverter connection enables the inverter out-
puts to be phase shifted to accommodate various transformer
winding connections and vector groups on the primary or
secondary side of the transformer. The multiple inverter con-
nection also enables the inverter outputs to be slightly phase
shifted to cancel specific harmonic voltages.

The individual inverters conditioning circuit may include a
voltage regulator to maintain a constant DC link voltage at the
inverter. The voltage regulator may be a boost or buck switch-
ing regulator.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electrical energy supply and distribution system suit-
able for medium scale supply, comprising:

(1) a supply side for supplying electrical energy, the supply

side comprising:

electrical AC energy generators to generate AC power; and

afirst plurality of connection ports for selective connection

to the electrical AC energy generators, each connection
port in the first plurality of connection ports including an
AC input to receive electrical AC energy from an elec-
trical AC generator of the electrical AC generators, a
bipolar DC output to provide DC output power at a DC
voltage, a bypass allowing direct current to flow through
the connection port when no generator is connected at
the AC input of the port, a rectifier bridge to convert the
AC power from the generator connected to the AC input
of the port to DC power, and a switching regulator con-
nected to the rectifier bridge and to the DC output to
control flow of power from the electrical energy genera-
tor and to vary DC output voltage and DC output power;

(i) a delivery side for delivering electrical energy, the

delivery side comprising:
electrical AC energy loads; and
a second plurality of connection ports for selective connec-
tion to the electrical AC energy loads, each connection
portin the second plurality of connection ports including
a bipolar DC input to receive DC input power at a DC
input voltage, an AC output to provide AC output power
to the electrical AC energy loads, a bypass allowing
direct current to flow through the DC input of the port
when no load is connected at the AC output of the port,
a voltage regulator to maintain the DC input voltage
constant, a battery or super capacitor connected to an
output of the voltage regulator, and an inverter con-
nected to the output of the voltage regulator and to the
AC output of the port to generate, and vary the AC output
power and deliver the AC output power to the electrical
AC energy load connected at the port;

wherein the DC outputs of the supply side and the DC
inputs ofthe delivery side are connected in series to form
a direct current loop.

2. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein all the first plurality of connec-
tion ports for selective connection to the electrical AC energy
generators are together on the supply side, and all the second
plurality of connection ports for selective connection to the
electrical AC energy loads are together on the delivery side.

3. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the first plurality of connection
ports for selective connection to the electrical AC energy
generators on the supply side and the second plurality of
connection ports for selective connection to the electrical AC
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energy loads on the delivery side are arranged in any order
around the direct current loop.

4. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the supply side further com-
prises a galvanic isolation transformer connected between the
electrical AC energy and the rectifier bridge.

5. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the electrical generators are one
or more of:

a diesel power generator,

a motor generator, a gas turbine,

a tidal turbine generator,

a steam turbine, or

a reticulated supply.

6. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the rectifier bridge also func-
tions as an additional bypass to allow direct current to flow
through the DC output of the connection port when the gen-
erator is removed from the loop.

7. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, further comprising a transformer con-
nected between the AC generator and the rectifier bridge.

8. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the electrical generator is an
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asynchronous induction type generator connected with a
reactive magnetizing power (VAR) generator.

9. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the bypass for the electrical
generator is a diode.

10. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the voltage regulator is a fly-
back switching regulator.

11. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 10, further comprising a galvanic isolation
transformer to isolate a load.

12. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1, wherein the bypass on the delivery side
is a transistor, a thyristor or a mechanical switch.

13. The electrical energy supply and distribution system
according to claim 1 wherein the inverters of the delivery side
comprise plural parallel inverter outputs connected to indi-
vidual primary windings of a multi-primary winding trans-
former, synchronization circuitry to develop a sinusoidal
voltage on a secondary winding of the transformer, and the
secondary winding of the multi primary winding transformer
connected to the AC energy load.
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